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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-7 are pending for examination as interpreted by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Mouri et.al., US Patent 7,068,584. 

Regarding claims 1 and 5, Mouri et al. discloses in figure 1 and column 1, lines 
37-57 an evaluating apparatus and method comprising a digital filter (5) for filtering a 
signal in accordance with one or more tap coefficients of the digital filter, the evaluating 
apparatus further comprising: a detecting section ("quality value calculating circuit") for 
detecting an index ("quality value") to be used for evaluating quality of the signal based 
on the filtered signal; and a controlling section (10) for controlling the one or more tap 
coefficients of the digital filter to be within a predetermined range such that a value of 
the detected index includes an optimal value of the index (column 3, lines 44-57). 

Regarding claim 2, Mouri et al. discloses an evaluating apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the digital filter includes a plurality of taps (column 3, lines 44-57 and 
column 4, lines 40-65), and the controlling section controls a plurality of tap coefficients 
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of the plurality of taps such that the plurality of taps such that the plurality of tap 
coefficients are symmetrical (column 2, lines 18-20 and lines 34-48 explain how the 
values are controlled to correct issues of asymmetry). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Mouri et al. discloses an evaluating apparatus and 
method for evaluating quality of a signal, comprising: a maximum likelihood decoding 
unit ("Viterbi decoder" of element 7) for performing a maximum likelihood decoding on 
the signal and generating a decoded signal indicating a result of the maximum likelihood 
decoding (column 4, lines 5-8); a detecting unit for detecting an index to be used for 
evaluating the quality of the signal based on the signal and the decoded signal (column 

2, lines 21-25); and an amplitude controlling unit for controlling an amplitude of the 
signal such that a value of the detected index approaches an optimal value of the index 
(column 2, lines 21-33 explains how the value is calculated to approach an optimum 
value). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3-4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. None of the prior art of record, taken individually 
or in combination, teaches the details of the equations given in claims 3-4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PARUL GUPTA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
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5260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, from 10 
AM to 7 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Joseph H. Feild/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2627 

/Parul Gupta/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



